HE RESCUED THIRTEEN FROM A

TREE

Steplwn Stepuunn a.nd the Trde at Cypreql and

Glenwood ' Streets, at

Columbus, Ohio, from

Which He Rescued Thirteen People.

From the flood incidents in Colum-
bus, 0., comes the story of how Ste-
phen Stepanian, 24, poling an impro-
vised life raft: single-bandedly, res-
cued 13 children, women and ‘men,
who had ¢l half exhausted for 48
hours to the ches of a big tree
at Cypress and Glenwood avenues.

The refugees in the tree top had
dragged tiitmsélves into the branches
from the tops of houses floaling by in
the fiooded street. Men had carried
the children on their shoulders.
Women, in mnight ts, tied
themselves to the larger branches

with strips cut from their clothes,

to &eep them from losing their hold.

Realizing that the 48 hours expo-
sure in a high wind had put the littie
pa.rty in a desperate plight, Stepan-

lan, himself marooned in a house
near the tree, put together a raft of
flioating timbers.

Time and again he struggled across
the swift current to the tree, using a
long pole scull fashion. Ounly tweo or
three at a time could be removed fo
places of safety. The wamen ard
children went first.

Beveral of the refugees [aminted
from cold and the terror of their ex-
perience when the work of rescus
ended.




